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Calendar of Events

	DECEMBER

	Mon
	5
	· GIRLS Captain & Councillor
·  Speeches from 11.30am

	Tue
	6
	· BOYS Captain & Councillor
·  Speeches from 11.30am
· Bandemonium  in School Hall

	Thur
	8
	· Family Outdoor Movie Night

	Mon
	12
	· Presentation Day

	Tues
	13
	· Year 6 Farewell

	Thur
	15
	· Stage 2 Class Party.

	Fri
	16
	· Last day of school for students

	JANUARY 2012

	Mon
	30
	· Students return to school

	FEBRUARY 2012

	Wed
	1
	· Kindergarten First day.

	Thur
	2
	· Swimming Carnival


PRINCIPAL’S Message
What a big week we had last week and what a big week we have ahead of us now. It is a very busy end of year and this week is the big one but every activity is a great one for our students and our school community so it will be a case of 'be involved and be active' and things should go off well.

The band tour last week was a tremendous experience for students, staff and 'roadies' alike with five concerts in three days showing off the great program we have and the talent of the students at our school. After an early start on Wednesday we had concerts in the heat at Buladelah Central School and Nabiac Public before concerts in the wet at Old Bar Public and Tuncurry Public (on the Thursday) and finally in the very wet at Tea Gardens Public (on Friday). Our band played magnificently and the format of the concerts meant that each was a chance for interaction between the schools and to meet some new friends. Our 'roadies' worked tirelessly throughout and must be thanked greatly for their efforts - it was a very big job! Many thanks as well to Mrs Duff for her great work through the office in coordinating the whole shebang and to Mrs Brown and Mrs Gardoll for their work with the band and dancers. Many thanks also to Mrs Mirisch and Mrs Job for all their organisation behind the scenes before the tour even took place. The biggest thanks though must be for Mr Gray. The band program is a beacon for our school and it is through his efforts, supported by his merry band of tutors but driven by him, that events such as this become such great advertisements for opportunity at Maitland Public. It was a great tour!

I am told that our Year 6 students (and many parents and family members) had a great time too at the V8 supercars, getting up close to the action and meeting some of the drivers as well. It was an early start and a late finish but a lot of fun in between and something I am sure we will want to repeat if possible next year. Many thanks to Ms Hughes for putting everything together and also to the the parents and staff who accompanied the children for the day. It is great to have the support although I am sure they had as much fun as the kids.

A special mention as well of the bowling feats of a certain M Mirisch who, I am told by a member of the opposing team, took a hatrick at cricket on Saturday. I'm not sure if he doffed the shirt and ran a lap of the oval but I am sure that he very much enjoyed the moment. Son Will had to take the catch to complete the feat and it must have been the longest half second of his life waiting for the ball to get there but he took it and allowed Michael to relive the glory days. The message I got was that he was 'way too fast for fourth grade' - good stuff!

This week we hear our prospective captains tell us why they should be our student leaders for 2012. This is a very important and prestigious position within the school and we have a great candidate list to choose from. I am very much looking forward to hearing them and wish them all the best of luck for their speeches.

This week too we are looking forward to Bandemonium which will be a great night on Tuesday, to the cinema night which will be a great night too on Thursday and finally on Friday afternoon we will have our sports and special events presentation day at which we will present many of the awards students have earned through the year. There is a lot more on besides so we had better buckle ourselves in - it's going to be busy!
Kevin Greaves
Principal

OFFICE HOURS REMINDER
Just a reminder that the school office hours are 8.30am to 3.15pm Monday to Friday. Cash register normally operates until 3.00pm each day. For after hours matters of urgency the school mobile number is 0423 959 441.

BAND NEWS
Senior Band and Dance Tour

Congratulations to all who took part in last week’s very successful Band Tour to Foster. We all arrived back at school on Friday afternoon quite worn out, but very satisfied about the memorable occasions we shared while we were on tour. These included swims on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, and the Band Christmas Party on Thursday. Each of the five concerts performed by our band, dancers, guitar group and vocalists was outstanding, and they were enjoyed very much by the schools we visited. The teamwork displayed by our students was worthy of particular mention, as was the spirit of participation that stayed with them throughout the three days. There was no way the show could have gone on without the ever-cheerful help of the parent “Roadies’ who very efficiently transported, set up and packed away the equipment at every venue, fed such a large group of children a variety of meals, provided the Christmas Party on Thursday and attended to their many and diverse ongoing needs.

Bandemonium Night
We are all looking forward to Bandemonium Night tomorrow night, Tuesday, 6th December, starting at 7.00 pm. All Band members – Senior, Intermediate and Junior – will need to report to Mr Gray NO LATER than 6.30 pm in the Band Room. The night will showcase only the very best performances of our Senior, Intermediate and Junior Bands, guitar group, dancers, singers and ensembles.

Senior Band Practice This Week
Senior Band Practice this week will be on today, Monday, 5 December at 3.30 pm, and again on Friday, 9 December at 8.05 am in preparation for Presentation Day. That will be the final band practice for Senior Band. Band will NOT be held this Wednesday morning, 7 December, following Bandemonium Night.

Intermediate Band Practice

There will be a combined Intermediate and Junior Band practice today, during school hours, in preparation for Bandemonium Night. The last Intermediate Band practice will be held tomorrow, Tuesday, 6 December, at 8.05 am.

Junior Band Practice
The last Junior Band Practice will be held today, Monday, 5 December, in preparation for Bandemonium Night. This will be held during school hours. There will also be a short practice with the Intermediate Band today. 

Intermediate and Junior Band Return of Band Instruments
For Intermediate and Junior Bands, all instruments belonging to the school must be cleaned and returned for inspection no later than this Thursday, 8 December.

It is the Band’s policy to keep instruments at school over the Christmas holidays. If you would prefer to hire your allocated instrument over the Christmas break, a $20 hire fee should be paid no later than Monday, 12 December. If the instrument needs repair, another instrument could possibly be arranged if available.

Katrina Gardoll






John Gray
Band Co-ordinator






Band Director
BANDEMONIUM NIGHT
Bandemonium night will be held on Tuesday, December 6 at Maitland Public School Hall. The hot dog and hamburger orders are to be eaten at 6.00pm. All Senior, Intermediate and Junior Band members must report to Mr Gray at 6.30pm, ready for the concert which starts at 7.00pm. Dancers should report to Mrs Brown.

TICKETS FOR BANDEMONIUM
Entry ticket will be on sale at the door on the night. Tickets will be $5.00per family, or $3.00 per person. Student performing will not be charged an entry fee.

Bandemonium Raffle

We will be running a raffle again for Bandemonium  to be drawn at the end of the night.

We have the following fantastic prizes to be won:

1st Prize  -  Pandora Necklace with 4 charms kindly donated by Baileys Jewellers

2nd Prize  -    Luggage Set  kindly donated by Harvey World Travel

3rd Prizes  -  3 x $30 Vouchers kindly donated by the George & Dragon Tavern
Plus, Xmas Hamper, Wine Packs, Movie Tickets, Plant Vouchers……..

Tickets are $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00.  

You can fill in the sheet attached and return to the office, or buy them on the night.

Thank you for supporting the band program,                                                                                                            and Good Luck!

KINDERGARTEN 2012 – START DATE
Kindergartens first day will be 1st day will be Wednesday 1st February.  

Thank you

Jacki KindergartenTeacher
TISSUES/BANDAIDS AND HAND WIPES

We are in need of tissues, bandaids and hand wipes for the sick bay. We would be appreciative of any donations received. Thank you to those who have already donated.
Thank you

Office
SWIMMING CARNIVAL 2012
Mark this date in your calendars...Thursday 2nd February 2012. All students in years 3-6 will be walking to Maitland pool to compete in our school swimming carnival. Students will be bringing home their permission note on the first day back next year. Cost will be $2.20 per student unless students have a pool season pass. I will be needing lots of parent help on the day so if you are available please let me know.

Linda Hieke

Sport Coordinator

UNIFORMS TO BE COLLECTED
The following uniforms are ready for collection:

Tranter, Corey Eslick, Jayden Humphries, Demi-Rose Costelloe, Rhys Hughes, Nikita Paterson, Corrin Staley, Tunua, Jack Beale.

Thank you
YEAR 6 FAREWELL

The Year 6 farewell is on Tuesday, 13th December from 5.30pm – 9.00pm at East Maitland Bowling Club. 

Tracey Kilmurray

Year 6 coordinator
Dear Parents

We are running a food drive for the RSPCA, with this being such a busy time of year, with breeding season, and so close to Christmas we are in need of canned or dry food, any old sheets or pillow cases that could be used for pet bedding, (No doonas or pillow please) or you could simply bring in a gold coin donation. Could all donations be given to the canteen on Mondays, Thursdays or Friday’s all donations, whether big or small are greatly appreciated and will go to a great cause. The RSPCA doesn’t get a lot of assistance so the more we can raise the more animals we can help. 

Thank you for your support and we look forward to your generous donations to help our animals.  All donations will be collected and delivered to the RSPCA on Friday 9th December 2011 you can also contact Robyn Cannon on 
0438 875 054.
GOOD START BREAKFAST CLUB

The Good Start Breakfast Club is looking for a couple of new volunteers for 2012. Most volunteers come in one morning a week for just a short time from around 8:15 to 9:30am to serve breakfast to the students. We have wonderful support from both the school & the Red Cross. 

The Club couldn’t operate without the great volunteers, so if you think this would be something you’d like to do (especially grandparents) please come into the Breakfast Club any morning & chat to me or to a volunteer or contact the school on 49336532. You would be very welcome.

Kris Freeman  

Breakfast Club Coordinator

P&C NEWS
Movie Night - "The Santa Clause" 

Don't forget our Movie Night is on this Thursday.  All are invited but please remember to bring your picnic rug - and picnic!  Gates open at 6.30pm for a 7pm start.  A notice will be circulated on Thursday should weather cause the event to be postponed.

Aaron Bellette

P&C President

P&C - Helpers Required! - Presentation Day

The P&C require volunteers and morning tea for Presentation Day on Monday 12th December.

If you can help please contact Kerry Bellette on 0437 275 351.

We would appreciate as many helpers as possible to assist with this morning tea.

Kerry Bellette 

P&C Secretary

CANTEEN

The canteen will be open on Tuesday and Wednesday this term for drinks, ice blocks and Fruizia’s at lunch time only as the weather is getting warmer.
Sharon Maslin

Canteen Coordinator
SWEET TREATS FUNDRAISING

Your orders will be available to pick up from the school on Wednesday 7th December after lunchtime.

Thank you once again for your support.
Cindy Job

Coordinator

Election Speeches for 2012 Captains and Councillors

Today the Girl’s gave their Captain and Councillors speeches, and the boy’s will give their speeches tomorrow December 6, from 11:30am in the school hall. The students will be convincing the staff and students at Maitland Public School to vote for them as the most eligible candidate for a 2012 leadership position. The speeches should be 2 minutes in length (maximum 3 minutes) and students should avoid the use of props, gimmicks, chants and unrealistic promises. Parents are welcome to attend. Good luck to all those students busily preparing their speeches.

Tracey Kilmurray

Organising Teacher
3S  ACROUSTIC CHRISTMAS POEMS

CHRISTMAS
C is for carrots

Left out by the children

H is for holidays

All happy and holly

R is for Rudolph

With his nose so bright

I is for ivy

Creeping up the high walls

S is for Santa

With his big red sack

T is for tinsel

On a green tree

M is for music

Coming from the bells

A is for apple pie

All juicy and tender

S is for snow

Cold and white

By Will Llyod-Jones

CHRISTMAS

C is for carrots

Set on the table

H is for ham

Happy and pink

R is for Rudolph

The red nose reindeer

I is for Ireland

People placing lighted candles in windows

S is for snow

St Nicolas riding his snow white horse

T is for tinsel around the Christmas tree

M is for marvellous marshmallows

By the warm fire

A is for Adam and Eve

In God’s garden

S is for Santa

All dressed in red

By James Foster
CHRISTMAS

C is for Christmas holidays 

Relaxing on the beach

H is for happy friends

Around the Christmas tree

R is for the Christmas roast

Delicious and hot

I is for ideas

For my presents

S is for silver

On the Christmas Tree

T is for tinsel

Red and green

M is for the manager

With Baby Jesus

A is for apple pie

On my plate

S is for snow

Rolling down the hill

By Trey Nelson

CHRISTMAS

C is for Christmas

Which is exciting

H is for holidays 

At the beach is fun

R is for roast lamb

With lots of gravy

I is for Ireland

In the middle of the ocean

S is for snow

Great to play in

T is for tree

You put up on Christmas Eve

M is for milk 

You put out for Santa

A is for apple

And it is tasty

S is for Santa

He is fabulous!

By Mitchell Casey

YEAR 6 EXCURSION TO SYDNEY TELSTRA 500

On Friday Year 6 went to the Sydney Telstra 500. It was a wonderful day and the student’s behaviour was excellent. We were very lucky to have some parents come along to help us for the day. A big thank you to all of our helpers! Mr Edwards introduced some of the students to V8 Ute drivers Peter Burnitt (below) and Jack Elsegood. According to Mr Edwards they represented the school extremely well and all the Ute drivers had nothing but nice things to say about them.
Katey Hughes

Coordinator
ENVIRONMENT GROUP NEWS

If you haven’t visited the vege garden yet, come and have a look at what our talented gardening children have created.  In addition to growing the plants from seed and planting them in the garden, they have made growing supports and garden signs from sticks, twigs and bark in the playground.  They are a very creative bunch of children who race to the garden every Wednesday lunchtime with excited, happy faces.  If one of these children is yours you should be very proud as they are a delight to work with.

With the Christmas season upon us bringing with it all the new toys, books etc.  it is time to think of what you will do with all those older toys etc which sit at the bottom of the toy box.  The environment group know all about this as we have heaps of “stuff” in our own homes which is too good to throw out, but is not being used any more.  To solve this problem without adding to the growing amount of landfill, we have decided to hold a garage sale in the school grounds early next year.  So drag out all those old toys, books, furniture, clothes, bits-and-pieces and unused exercise equipment, and put them in a big box ready to bring in to school first thing next year.  The great thing about this is that it makes space for all the new things you will get at Christmas.  We will remind you all about it again next year but we thought we should let you know now so that you don’t throw out all the wonderful old “stuff” getting ready for Christmas.

Everyone in the environment groups wishes the students, staff and families of MPS a wonderful holiday.  We look forward to starting fresh next year with heaps of new volunteers and more brilliant ideas to make our school both sustainable and a beautiful place to be.

Tanya Martin 
Coordinator

Presentation Day Award Winners for 2011

The following students will be receiving an award on Presentation Day on 12 December 2011. 

	Jared 
	Anderson

	Blake 
	Anderson

	Dale 
	Anderson

	Alyssa 
	Andrews

	Matthew 
	Ayrton

	Emily 
	Baker

	Mia
	Barclay

	Grace 
	Bellette

	Jordan 
	Brown

	Alana 
	Burgess

	Callan 
	Burgess

	Jack 
	Burt

	Adelina
	Campbell

	Lachlan 
	Campbell

	Jakob 
	Campbell

	Hannah 
	Chapman

	Jaide 
	Cook

	Krysanne 
	Cooper

	Samuel
	Cooper

	Fletcher 
	Cousins

	Jacinta 
	Crawford

	Zac 
	Critchley

	Callum 
	Cross

	William
	Ellicott

	Nash 
	Fenton

	Brad 
	Foote

	James 
	Foster

	Marnie 
	Fullerton

	Alexandra 
	Gibb

	Ryan 
	Gilbert

	Abbie 
	Gillespie

	Rebekah 
	Gray

	Peter 
	Griffin

	Montanna 
	Groves-Showman

	Elizabeth 
	Hall

	Harrison 
	Harbrow

	Emmerson 
	Hewitt 

	Jessica 
	Holbrook

	Michael 
	Holmes

	Mitchell 
	Houghton

	Jayden 
	Humphries

	Meg 
	Jackson

	Brandt 
	Job

	Caitlin 
	Job

	Olivia 
	Job

	Isaiah 
	Johnston

	Dominic 
	Johnston

	Eve 
	Kelly

	Maija 
	Kelly

	Patrick 
	Kelly

	Piper 
	Kirkwood

	Seven
	Kostrin

	Macey 
	Kursys

	Ryan 
	Lewis

	William 
	Lewis

	William 
	Lloyd-Jones

	Laura 
	Mackay

	Jeremy 
	Mackney

	Tiffany 
	Madge

	Victoria 
	Maples

	Zane 
	Marsh

	Tomas 
	Marshall

	Kayla 
	Martin

	Kara 
	Matthews

	Chloe 
	Matthews

	Faith 
	McAlpine

	Brody 
	McLetchie

	Claire 
	Mirisch

	William 
	Mirisch

	Abbie 
	Moran

	Ella
	Morris

	Jessica 
	Mosman

	Jaspar 
	Murtagh

	Joseph 
	New

	Jessica
	Osborne

	Denzel 
	Parsons

	Sean 
	Paterson

	Connar 
	Paterson

	Claudia 
	Perney

	Chad 
	Phillips

	Brock
	Portsmouth

	Tysonn 
	Portsmouth

	Thomas 
	Powell

	Melody 
	Rees

	Bailey 
	Rees

	Matthew 
	Robertson

	William 
	Robertson

	Kirsty 
	Rochow

	Anwen 
	Scanlan

	Emily-Jane 
	Schutte

	Ryan 
	Scott

	Samantha 
	Scott

	Tenisha 
	Simmonds

	Clayton 
	Small

	Luke 
	Tatchell

	Daniel 
	Tatchell

	Maggie 
	Teasdale

	Hamish 
	Teasdale

	Tajudeen 
	Tijani

	Charliese 
	Tranter

	Gabrielle 
	Tranter

	Peter 
	Walsh

	Clint 
	Warneken

	Sofia 
	Weerts

	Charlotte 
	Wilks

	Jezz 
	Williams

	Dylan 
	Williams

	Alexander 
	Woods

	Jayden 
	Young


Commendations Week 8, Term 4, 2011

	Name
	Commendation
	Class

	Kara Matthews
	Commendation 1
	KC


	Pen Licence

	3S
	Denzel Parsons


	Student of the Week Star Award

	5W
	Wil Phillips-Mercer.


	1F Studyladder Awards – Term 4    Week 8

	Silver Award – 250 points
	Riley Griffiths, Mitchell Houghton

	Gold Award- 500 points
	Tyson Osborne

	Platinum Award – 750 points
	Emmerson Hewitt, Britany Maxwell

	Bronze Trophy – 1000 points
	Jaspar Murtagh, Dylan Edwards

	Silver Trophy – 1250 points
	Jayden Morrow

	Gold Trophy – 1500 points
	Jayden Humphries

	Platinum Trophy – 1750 points
	Claire Mirisch

	Gold Ribbon – 2500 points
	Charlotte Wilks, Nicholaas Periaho

	Platinum Ribbon – 2750 points
	Nicholaas Periaho, Charlotte Wilks

	Bronze Medal – 3000 points
	Charlotte Wilks

	Elite 6 – 9000 Points
	Seven Kostrin

	Elite 7 – 10,000 Points
	Seven Kostrin

	Elite 8 – 11,000 Points
	Seven Kostrin


	Merit Awards 

	KC
	Paige Cleary.,Issac  Ledwidge, Dylan Saunders.
	2G
	Alexandria Hancock, Mason Jones

	KR
	Rhys Maynard,  Charlotte Gordon, Gabby Belcastro, Ryan Scott, Adelina Campbell, Jake Handsaker
	3S
	Daniel Williams, Denzel Parsons

	1F
	Seven Kostrin, Tyson Osborne, Jayden Humphries,Riley Griffiths, Emmerson Hewitt.
	4H
	William Ellicott, William Lavender, Jeremy Mackney

	12DS
	Elizabeth Hall, Matthew Houghton, Demi-Rose Costello, Luke Tatchell, Maggie Teasdale, Grace Bellette, Zac Critchley, Mykeal Hoffman, Fletcher Cousins, Tajudeen Tijani.
	5W
	Bailey Rees, Abbie Gillespie.


	Quality Work Award

	KC
	Dylan Saunders, Zoe Roots.
	2G
	Ethan Brown, David Ecimovic.

	KR
	Gabby Belcastro, Adelina Campbell, Rhys Maynard, Ryan Scott, Thomas Powell, Ella Morris
	4H
	William Lavender, William Ellicott.
	

	1F
	Jaspar Murtagh, George Beagan, Zoe Wheeler, Mitchell Houghton.
	5W 
	Caleb Goodard, Krysanne Cooper, Bailey Rees, Maeve Scanlan, Emily Davies, Gordon Thompson.

	12DS
	Matthew Houghton, Zac Critchley, Grace Bellette, Samantha Scott, Mykeal Hoffman, Maggie Teasdale
	
	


READING AWARDS

	1F
	1000 Mins
	Emmerson Hewitt.
	12DS
	500 Mins
	Tallis Spurway

	
	1100 Mins
	Nicholaas Periaho, Alana Burgess.
	
	700 Mins
	Jason Foote

	
	1200 Mins
	Jaspar Murtagh.
	
	800 Mins
	Tom Lloyd

	
	
	
	
	1100 Mins
	Grace Bellette

	
	
	
	
	1200 Mins
	Will Mackney

	
	
	
	
	1300 Mins
	Makenzee Allen, Samuel Madge.
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bandemonium Raffle

The raffle will be drawn on Bandemonium night, 6th December.

Prizes:        
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Xmas Hamper/Movie Tickets/Wine Packs/Plant Vouchers
Tickets:           $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00      
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Contact No: ____________________________
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Maitland Computer Spot 

For all your computer needs contact Maitland Computer Spot. Located at Unit 6, 522-524 High Street Maitland 2320. Phone: 49 335 333 
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(Coaches include ex All-Whitepiayer PHl Dando and QPR Premier League Academy coach Ricky Pattenden.
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