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Calendar of Events

	NOVEMBER

	Mon
	28
	· Popcorn Movie Day

	Tue
	29
	· Tuesday 29th November until
·  Friday 2nd December at 10:00am.
· V8 excursions payment due date Tuesday 29th November.

	Wed
	30
	· Senior Band Tour

	DECEMBER

	Thu- Fri
	1-2
	· Senior Band Tour

	Mon
	5
	· GIRLS Captain & Councillor
·  Speeches from 11.30am

	Tue
	6
	· BOYS Captain & Councillor
·  Speeches from 11.30am
· Bandemonium  in School Hall

	Thur
	8
	· Family Outdoor Movie Night

	Mon
	12
	· Presentation Day

	Tues
	13
	· Year 6 Farewell

	Thur
	15
	· Stage 2 Class Party.

	Fri
	16
	· Last day of school for students

	JANUARY 2012

	Mon
	30
	· Students return to school

	FEBRUARY 2012

	Wed
	1
	· Kindergarten First day.

	Thur
	2
	· Swimming Carnival


PRINCIPAL’S Message
How quickly the year goes by! I opened up my calendar this morning to find November 28 listed with December to come up this week and I find it amazing to think back to the start of the year - it does seem like a long time ago. A friend of mine told me a brain surgeon (it's always a brain surgeon) explained to him that the reason for time passing more quickly is that when we are five, a year counts for 20% of our life memories so it seems full whilst when we are 50 (and no, I am not there yet) a year counts for 2% so seems less significant and thus 'quicker'. I am sure there is a name for it but it doesn't change the fact that we find ourselves now with three weeks of school remaining and so much still to fit in. I never envisaged at the start of the year that I would be ending it as principal of this great school but probably couldn't have picked a busier time to start. It is always frantic at year's end - this one is no different.

It was disappointing today to come into school to be greeted by the news that a large piece of concrete has been thrown through a window in McKenzie building. I am not sure what possesses people to do such things but I am sure that it will cost us hundreds of dollars to repair as it has also ruined the woodwork as well, hundreds of dollars that should be used elsewhere.

I am very much looking forward this week to the band tour to Forster/Tuncurry. It is a chance to show off one of our school's great programs but also a chance for a group of students who have come through the whole program together to enjoy each other's company and have some fun playing together for one of the last times. The senior band will play five shows over three days and will show off the talents that won them the title at Bandfest in the premier division this year. They have had a big year and achieved some fine things. This tour is a chance for them to have some fun and to end the year on a really high note and we hope they enjoy every minute of it.

Next week sees the first of our end-of-year activities with Bandemonium on Tuesday evening, our cinema night on Thursday evening and our sports and special activities presentation day on Friday afternoon. End-of-year activities are either formal occasions or just present an opportunity to get together as a school community and celebrate a great year. The cinema night especially will be a great chance to get together and just relax under what we hope will be the stars. Events are run so that hopefully all anyone needs to do is turn up and enjoy and we would love to see a lot of families here.
1
Best wishes to our remaining Year 6 students who will be off to the V8 supercars this Friday. It will be something a little different and has attracted a lot of support staff for the day. It will be a really fun day, I am sure. Many thanks to Ms Hughes for putting it all together and also to the parents who have volunteered to come along for the day.

The new turf in the corral has had the opportunity to get a great start with all of the rain last week. A bit of sun now will do it the world of good. We also had the tree removed from our neighbouring properties after it crashed through the fences over the road and are now awaiting the arrival of an arborist to examine all of the trees in that area and across the school. Please don't worry (many people do at the mention of an arborist), our aim is to preserve and conserve and present a wonderful school environment. Our trees are a feature of the school and we do want them to be healthy and here. We will also be having new exterior speakers installed in the hall this week. This is a minor cost but will make a big difference for presentation day.
CASH REGISTER SHUTDOWN - REMINDER
Due to the end of year finance rollover procedures taking place at the end of November, I would like to advise parents that the cash register will be closed for a short period.  No payments can be accepted in the office from 3:00pm on Tuesday 29th November until Friday 2nd December at 10:00am.  The cash register will be closed during this period.
 

Please ensure all necessary payments for school activities such as band tour and excursions which are being held during the last week in November, Thursday 1st or Friday 2nd December, are fully paid for and finalised before the close of business on Tuesday 29th November 2011.  Thank you for your co-operation and we apologise for any inconvenience.
 Kevin Greaves

Principal 
KINDERGARTEN 2012 – START DATE
Kindergartens first day will be 1st day will be Wednesday 1st February.  

Thank you

Jacki Kindergarten Teacher
OFFICE HOURS REMINDER
Just a reminder that the school office hours are 8.30am to 3.15pm Monday to Friday. Cash register normally operates until 3.00pm each day. For after hours matters of urgency the school mobile number is 0423 959 441.

TISSUES/BANDAIDS AND HAND WIPES

We are in need of tissues, bandaids and hand wipes for the sick bay. We would be appreciative of any donations received. Thank you to those who have already donated.
Thank you

Office

SPORT HOUSE CAPTAINS AND VICE CAPTAINS
Don’t forget nomination forms are due to me by this Friday 2nd December. I don’t have many nomination forms handed in so if you are thinking about nominating do so now. Late nominations after this Friday will not be accepted.  Next week all students who have nomination forms handed in will be asked to stand in front of the assembly so students can begin to think about who they will vote for.

Linda Hieke

House Captain Coordinator

YEAR 6 EXCURSION – SYDNEY TELSTRA 500
This Friday Year 6 will be going to Sydney to attend the Sydney Telstra 500. A reminder that permission notes and payment must be brought to the office by tomorrow.
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YEAR 6 T-SHIRTS
Our T-Shirts should be here early this week. Students who have paid the full amount will receive their shirt immediately. Students are able to wear their shirt as regularly as they would like, however students will need to wear their yellow shirt to the V8 race day, on Friday. Yellow shirts should also be worn on Presentation Day. 

YEAR 6 FAREWELL

The Year 6 farewell is on Tuesday, 13th December from 5.30pm – 9.00pm at East Maitland Bowling Club. Students in Year 5 and 6 received notes last week.
Tracey Kilmurray

Year 6 coordinator
IN THE SPIRIT OF SERVICE AND HARMONY....

With end of year activities and the Christmas spirit upon us (almost!), Mrs Kilmurray has organised an opportunity for some of our older students to experience doing  something for our local community. After attending the church service for our Xmas scripture last week, we noticed that the pews are in need of a bit of a polish. Interested students (and those handy with an oil rag!) will be able to take part in the polishing of the pews of St. Mary’s church one morning this week. I know it is something Father Chris will greatly appreciate and the students can feel proud to be of service to an organisation outside our immediate sphere! Any interested students from Stage 3 may join in, however if you would prefer your child not to participate, please let me know with a small note.

Mrs Kilmurray

BANDEMONIUM NIGHT
Bandemonium night will be held on Tuesday, December 6 at Maitland Public School Hall. The hot dog and hamburger orders are to be eaten at 6.15pm. All Senior, Intermediate and Junior Band members must report to Mr Gray at 6.30pm, ready for the concert which starts at 7.00pm. Dancers should report to Mrs Brown.
CHICKEN POX

We have been recently advised of a case of Chicken Pox in the school. Please see the below details from NSW Health Department about Chicken Pox. If your child has a rash, please seek medical advise.
CHICKEN POX

Time from exposure to illness

2 to 3 weeks.
Symptoms

Slight fever, running nose, and a rash that begins as raised pink spots that blister and scab. Can be more severe in pregnant women and newborns.
Do I need to keep my child home?

Yes, for 5 days after the rash first appears and until the blisters have all scabbed over.
How do I help prevent spread?

Immunisation is available for children 12 month old. It is recommended for people over 12 years who are not immune.
BAND NEWS
Senior Band and Dance Tour

Preparations for the Senior Band and Dance Tour have been well under way – the Workshop Day and the first concert at Maitland Public School were held last week.

We are all now looking forward to the Tour this week, starting on Wednesday. All Senior Band and Dance students have been asked to be at school by 6.15am, ready to have their names marked off, and to board the coach for Forster. Please check carefully through the notes that have been sent home for what to wear and what to bring.

Band members are asked to bring either a Santa or reindeer hat to wear during the last item of each Tour concert: “A Christmas Festival”. It is to be put in their hand luggage – not their main luggage which goes under the coach.   

NB: Please ensure that anything else you need for your performances does not go in your main luggage, as we will not have access to those bags until we reach our accommodation at Smugglers Cove at the end of the day.

The coach will be arriving back at Maitland Public School on Friday, 2nd December at 3.10 pm.

Band members please bring the following:

Clarinet and sax players:            spare (good) reeds, cork grease

Brass players:


valve oil, slide grease (trumpets, french horn)





slide cream, slide grease (trombones)
Senior Band Practice This Week

Senior Band Practice this week is on today, Monday, 28 Nov, at 3.30 pm, but not on Wednesday, as we will be on tour.

Junior Band and Intermediate Band Practice Combined this Week

This week Intermediate and Junior Band practices will be combined. This will take place tomorrow, Tuesday, 29 November at 8.05 am. The two bands will be rehearsing some music that they will be playing together on Bandemonium Night.

Katrina Gardoll






John Gray
Band Co-ordinator






Band Director

Bandemonium Raffle

We will be running a raffle again for Bandemonium  to be drawn at the end of the night.

We have the following fantastic prizes to be won:

1st Prize  -  Pandora Necklace with 4 charms kindly donated by Baileys Jewellers

2nd Prize  -    Luggage Set  kindly donated by Harvey World Travel

3rd Prizes  -  3 x $30 Vouchers kindly donated by the George & Dragon Tavern
Plus, Xmas Hamper, Wine Packs, Movie Tickets, Plant Vouchers……..

Tickets are $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00.  

You can fill in the sheet attached and return to the office, or buy them on the night.

Thank you for supporting the band program,                                                                                                            and Good Luck!

LIBRARY NEWS – ALL LIBRARY BOOKS ARE NOW DUE
It is important that all library books are returned. The school invests a significant amount of money to ensure that there are interesting books available for your child to borrow. We cannot improve the library collection if the school is subsidising the replacement of books lost by students. The amount shown on overdue notices does not cover the cost of processing and covering the replacement books.

Overdue notices were handed out last Friday. They are to inform you that the library computer system has a record of a library book that has not been returned by your child. Please note that these overdue notices do not include books that are borrowed but not yet overdue. If the overdue notice indicates that the book costs $0, this usually means that the cost was accidently not typed in. Please donate at least $10 to replace the overdue book and at least $5 to replace the overdue magazine. Most books cost more than this amount, some up to $40.00. 

If you are positive that the book has been returned, please wait until our stock take has been completed before worrying about it. During stock take we will find any books that have been returned to the library shelves without being scanned through OASIS. After stock take, we will then send out overdue notices for all books still identified as overdue. 

Number of overdue books =195 books (Cost at least $1, 950)

KC has 5 overdue books.
KR has 5 overdue books.

1/2DS has 15 overdue books. 
1F has 11 overdue books.
2G has 10 overdue books.

3H has 10 overdue books.
3S has 21 overdue books.
4H has 32 overdue books.

3/6W has 3 overdue books.
5H has 20 overdue books.
5W has 21 overdue books.

6HM has 25 overdue books.
6K has 13 overdue books.
6VW has 6 overdue books.

I wonder which class will have NO overdue books first!

If at any time you find a Maitland Public School library book at home, it can always be handed in at the school office.

Thank you

Judith Chapman, Teacher Librarian

TERM 4 PRIMARY HOME READING COMPETITION RESULTS

As a reward for returning the most number of Home Readers the most often during Term 4, these classes enjoyed an in-school popcorn and movie session this morning.

Infants winners - KR
Downstairs Pender winners  – 3H 

Upstairs Pender winners  –  6V-W

Congratulations KR, 3H and 6V-W.  We know you enjoyed your special treat!

The competition has finished for 2011.  We hope everyone has enjoyed taking part in the competition while they’ve been having fun reading!  

Keep enjoying your reading through the Christmas holidays.  Maitland’s libraries have many great books you can borrow to keep your reading skills “healthy”. 

Judy Vane-Wood


Home Reading Competition Co-ordinator

Maitland Public - A poem by 2G
Lots of tall old buildings, children playing in yellow, blue and grey
Having fun and laughing, bell ringing
Soft grass, biting green ants, hard concrete
Fragrant flowers, waft of pastries from the canteen
Soggy sandwiches, warm poppers and melted Milo bars in our lunch boxes

2G has been busy writing poetry this week! Enjoy reading their descriptive poems on a topic of their choice.

 

Pies by Shervana Taylor 

Yummy pies with brown meat inside

Crunchy. Slurpy.

Hot, steamy

Smells delicious

Tastes of meat, gravy and tomato sauce in pastry

 

The Pool by Marnie Fullerton

Blue, green and aqua water

Waves splashing, children playing

Wet and cool

Smells of chlorine, hot chips and sunscreen

Tasty icecream, scallops and fizzy drink

 

Luna Park by Melody Rees

Fun, exciting

People screaming and lots of rides 

It makes me feel warm and fuzzy
Eating hot chips on the green grass 

People eating yummy takeaway food

 

Zombies by Jordan Tanua

Icky, gooey, slimy

Brains to eat
Sloppy blood dropping

Smells like blood and brains

Blood and guts

 

Zombies by Mason Syron

Blood dripping with a nail sticking out of its head, no eye lashes

"Brain, brain!" says a scary, hollow howl

Skin that's rotten and gooey

Dirt and dust, blood.

 Katrina Gardoll
Classroom Teacher
 

GATS

On Thursday 10th November Will Lewis, Zane Marsh, Brandt Job and I went to Telarah Public School for the Hunter Primary Gifted and Talented Skellybones workshop. Overall it is a great thing to do and a way to make new friends.

Have you ever see CSI? On that TV show, forensic scientists learn about the body. We had to do the same thing. We walked in to find a skeleton on a stand.  It was our job to determine how high this person was by measuring. The height of the Skelton was 1.57M the same as me! Did you know if you stretched your arms as far as you could and measured that from fingertip to fingertip that would be approximately your height. We learnt that and other exciting ideas about bones. Thank you to the parents who took us. 
Adam Ridgway
Dear Parents

We are running a food drive for the RSPCA, with this being such a busy time of year, with breeding season, and so close to Christmas we are in need of canned or dry food, any old sheets or pillow cases that could be used for pet bedding, (No doonas or pillow please) or you could simply bring in a gold coin donation. Could all donations be given to the canteen on Mondays, Thursdays or Friday’s all donations, whether big or small are greatly appreciated and will go to a great cause. The RSPCA doesn’t get a lot of assistance so the more we can raise the more animals we can help. 

Thank you for your support and we look forward to your generous donations to help our animals.  All donations will be collected and delivered to the RSPCA on Friday 9th December 2011 you can also contact Robyn Cannon on 
0438 875 054.

Scholastic Book Club
ISSUE 8, PLEASE HAVE ORDERS IN BY 3.00PM, Friday 25th November
Angela Winchester
Scholastic Book Club Co-ordinator
GOOD START BREAKFAST CLUB

The Good Start Breakfast Club is looking for a couple of new volunteers for 2012. Most volunteers come in one morning a week for just a short time from around 8:15 to 9:30am to serve breakfast to the students. We have wonderful support from both the school & the Red Cross. 

The Club couldn’t operate without the great volunteers, so if you think this would be something you’d like to do (especially grandparents) please come into the Breakfast Club any morning & chat to me or to a volunteer or contact the school on 49336532. You would be very welcome.

Kris Freeman  

Breakfast Club Coordinator

P&C NEWS
P&C - Helpers Required!

Presentation Day

The P&C require volunteers and morning tea for Presentation Day on Monday 12th December.

If you can help please contact Kerry Bellette on 0437 275 351.

We would appreciate as many helpers as possible to assist with this morning tea.

Kerry Bellette 

P&C Secretary

CANTEEN

The canteen will be open on Tuesday and Wednesday this term for drinks, ice blocks and Fruizia’s at lunch time only as the weather is getting warmer.
Sharon Maslin

Canteen Coordinator
 SWEET TREATS FUNDRAISING

Your orders will be available to pick up from the school on Wednesday 7th December after lunchtime.

Thank you once again for your support.
Cindy Job

Coordinator

Election Speeches for 2012 Captains and Councillors

The election speeches will be on Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th December from 11:30am in the school hall. The girls will be required to present on the Monday and the boys on the Tuesday. The students will be convincing the staff and students at Maitland Public School to vote for them as the most eligible candidate for a 2012 leadership position. The speeches should be 2 minutes in length (maximum 3 minutes) and students should avoid the use of props, gimmicks, chants and unrealistic promises. Parents are welcome to attend. Good luck to all those students busily preparing their speeches.

Tracey Kilmurray

Organising Teacher

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



BANDEMONIUM FOOD ORDERS
Last week Mr Gray handed out the order forms to band members for food orders on Bandemonium night.  This is a reminder to return your order no later than tomorrow as we have to order the food by Thursday this week.

Prices for the selections are:  
Hot Dog $3.00, Chicken Burger $3.00, Hamburger $3.00

Food orders can be paid for on the night when it is collected.  Thank you.

A BIG THANK YOU

I’d like to thank the very talented artist’s who participated in the Dulux/Bunnings school Jellybean Competition. Penny Fernance, Jade Atmore, Courtney Le Marchand, Crystal Dederer, Lucy Angel, Sophie Tomlinson, Harley Kinsen, Caitlin Job, Sofia  Weertz and Jez Williams all helped to create an outstanding mosaic image made out of jelly beans of a bowl of summer fruits.

The students worked very hard on their artwork and the results are amazing. They look FANTASTIC!!!

Bunning’s, Maitland will be announcing the winning school at their Christmas Family Night on Thursday 8th December 2011 where they will be displaying the artwork for everyone to see. The teachers, students, friends and families of Maitland Public School have been given an official invitation to all to attend their our Family Christmas Night and join in the festivities and fun.

Please find attached a flyer outlining the details of the event and all the FREE activities that will be  taking place on the night.

Elissa Brown

Coordinator
Commendations Weeks 6 & 7, Term 4, 2011

	Name
	Commendation
	Class

	Laura Mackay
	Commendation 4 (Bronze)
	3S

	Jason Foote
	Commendation 2
	1/2D

	Hayley Derry
	Commendation 1
	1/2D


	Pen Licence

	4H
	Michael Thurtell, Daniel Tatchell, Hamish Teasdale, Ella Wyborn, Callan Burgess, William Ellicott

	3H
	Aidyn Presland.


	Student of the Week Star Award

	5W
	Lachlan Campbell.


	Merit Awards 

	KC
	Jordan Brown.
	
	

	KR
	Seven Kostrin, Tyson Osborne.

	3/6W
	Sarah Palmer.

	12DS
	Harrison Perry, Tallis Spurway, Jae Black, Shay-Lee Parker, Michael Reid, Chad Phillips, Makenzee Allen, Jack Beale.
	4H
	Mia Cook, Hamish Teasdale, Lydia Detterer, William Lavender, Corey Eslick.


	2G
	Kayla Martin.
	5W
	Jacinta Crawford.

	3H
	Aiden Hoffman, Daniel Angel, Emily Baker, Jessica Holbrook, Brock Warner.
	6VW
	Brye Morris.


	Quality Work Award

	KC
	Abbie Moran, Jordan Brown.
	3S
	Max Martin-Piper, Laura Mackay, Lauren Ridgway, Charli Phillips-Mercer, Brayden Taylor.

	KR
	Jaspar Murtagh, George Beagan.
	4H
	Daniel Tatchell, Callan Burgess.

	12DS
	Tajudeen Tijani, Chad Phillips, Amy Squires, Elizabeth Hall, Demi-Rose Costello, Will Mackney, Hayley Derry.
	5W 
	Issac Fleming, Angus Beagan.

	2G
	Jordan Tanua, Michaela Holburt.
	6VW
	Elizabeth Kennedy


READING AWARDS

	KR
	400 Mins
	Ben Harrison.
	3S
	700 Mins
	Denzel Parsons.



	
	900 Mins
	Aiden Argyle.
	
	900 Mins
	Mitchell Casey.

	
	1000 mins
	Aiden Argyle, Rhys Maynard, Campbell Wyborn. Emmerson Hewitt.
	
	1000 Mins
	Mitchell Casey.

	
	1100 Mins
	Nicholaas Periaho, Alana Burgess.


	
	1100 Mins
	Mitchell Casey.

	
	1200 Mins
	Jake Handsaker, Jaspar Murtagh.


	
	1000 Mins
	Libby Cross, Connie Mackay, Marley Parker.

	
	1300 Mins
	Charlotte Gordon, Isobel Gordon.
	
	1200 Mins
	Felicity Simmonds, Jack Gilbey.

	2G
	650 Mins
	Jordan Tanua.
	
	1300 Mins
	Ashleigh Handsaker, Aiden Hoffman, Aimee-Leigh Taylor.

	
	1150 Mins
	Melody Rees.
	
	1400 Mins
	Aime-Leaigh Taylor.

	KC
	600 Mins
	Liam Syron.
	3/6W
	300 Mins
	Sarah Palmer.

	
	900 Mins
	Dylan Saunders.
	
	500 Mins
	Cassidy Williams, Brody McLetchie

	
	1100 Mins
	Paige Cleary.
	
	1000 Mins
	Jacob Scutter.

	
	1300 Mins
	Kara Matthews.
	
	
	

	12DS
	200 Mins
	Shannon Ott.
	5W
	800 Mins
	Jacinta Crawford.

	
	300 Mins
	Shannon Ott.
	6VW
	600 Mins
	William Robertson.

	
	400 Mins
	Shannon Ott.
	
	700 Mins
	William Robertson.

	
	500 Mins
	Shannon Ott.
	
	800 Mins
	William Robertson.

	
	600 Mins
	Shannon Ott, Fletcher Cousins.
	
	900 Mins
	Rueben Waeger-Seymour.

	
	700 Mins
	Shannon Ott.
	
	1000 Mins
	Rueben Waeger-Seymour.

	
	1000 Mins
	Tajudeen Tijani.
	
	1100 Mins
	Clint Warneken.

	
	1200 Mins
	Maggie Teasdale
	
	1200 Mins
	Clint Warneken.

	3H
	500 Mins
	Charlie Houghton.
	
	1400 Mins
	Jezz Williams.

	
	700 Mins
	Libby Cross.
	
	
	

	
	800 Mins
	Libby Cross, Olivia Job.
	
	
	

	
	900 Mins
	Libby Cross, Kiara Maxwell.
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Maitland Computer Spot 

For all your computer needs contact Maitland Computer Spot. Located at Unit 6, 522-524 High Street Maitland 2320. Phone: 49 335 333 
Highway Ford and Hyundai Maitland

A big thank you to Highway Ford and Hyundai Maitland for their generous donation of $100 as part of the ‘Mates in Action Program’.
REBEL SPORT


Attention to all students, Rebel Sport has a loyalty program running, so when you shop at Rebel sport please present your loyalty card and add the school name on their loyalty account. 

Encouragingly; in the last quarter, some schools have earned over $1500 in credits. Your school/club can do this too! 

Attached to this newsletter are offers giving students a $20 discount when they spend $100 or more in-store and is valid until 30th November 2011. 
Kind Regards 

The Support Your Sport Team

[image: image3.emf][image: image4]
Sport House Captain or Vice Captain


NOMINATION FORM


Must be returned to Mrs Hieke by 


Friday 2nd December 2011


Name: _____________________________________________________


Sport House: ________________________________________________


Class: __________________


I would be a good House Captain because _________________________


___________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________


I will be in Year _______ next year, 2012


Student Signature:  ____________________________________________


 Parent Signature: _____________________________________________


Parent Name: ________________________________________________
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