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MAITLAND PUBLIC SCHOOL
         NEWSLETTER
A caring school offering Excellence, Excitement and Opportunity

Preparing Children For Life!
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
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Calendar of Events

	MARCH

	Thurs
	10
	· School Disco

	Thur
	17
	· Rugby League Blitz Day

	Tue
	22
	· CSIRO’s “Lab day

	APRIL

	Tue
	5
	· Easter Hat Parade & Picnic Lunch with parents

	Fri
	8
	· Anzac Day Ceremony

· Exemplary Students

· Last Day of Term. 

	Sat
	9
	· Steamfest BBQ

	Sun
	10
	· Steamfest BBQ

	Mon
	25
	· Easter Monday

· Anzac Day

	Tue
	26
	· Easter Monday Public Holiday

	Wed
	27
	· Staff Development Day

	Thur
	28
	· Students return to school

	MAY

	TBA
	TBA
	· Mother ‘s Day Stall

	T, W, Th
	10,11,12
	· NAPLAN TESTING

	SEPTEMBER

	Sat
	3
	· Bunnings BBQ


Victims of Crime Assistance League (VOCAL)

This Friday 11 March representatives of VOCAL will be at school to run an anti-bullying program for stage 2 students. The organisation has asked me if I could ask for a $2 donation from each child so that VOCAL could provide the school with a Justice Warrior banner. The banner would be an opportunity to show the community Maitland Public School’s stance on bullying and also a reminder to the students who have undertaken the program of the strategies they have learnt.

Band Disco

Do not forget the disco to be held on Thursday 10 March starting at 5.30pm and finishing 7.30pm.

Literacy Boost Committee

The committee met last Friday and has decided to arrange for an author to visit the school later this year. The committee will be revamping the home readers and they will be purchasing  new books for home reading. Next term we will be holding a second hand book stall and will be asking families for donations. The committee wants to look at more ways to encourage students to participate in home reading.
Ron Brown

Principal
EARLY LEAVERS AND LATE ARRIVALS
It has come to my attention that there has been a sizeable increase in the number of students arriving late and leaving school early. It is essential that children be at school by 9.10am as they miss roll marking, notes and important lessons. Similarly, of an afternoon those students who leave early can miss important work and messages. 

The Home School Liaison Officer (HSLO) has indicated to me that he will be required to audit our attendance figures. 

I would ask all parents to assist in this matter by getting their children to school on time and not taking them early except under exceptional circumstances only. 
HIGH SCHOOL EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FORM 

Last week, Year 6 students were given an Expression of Interest form for placement in NSW government high schools in 2012. This form needs to be filled out and returned to the office by Friday, March 18, 2011. For those parents wishing to enrol their child in a selective high school, please note Section D of the form. You will need to apply for placement in selective high schools independently through their website or the DET website. Please see Mr Brown if you have any queries.

Mrs Kilmurray
Coordinator
GYMMAITS PIZZA DAY

Our next fundraiser pizza day will be on Wednesday  March 23. All pizza orders will be $4 each and students can choose between cheese, hawaiian and meat lovers. Order slips will be sent home next week.

Katey Hughes

GymMaits Coordinator
CSIRO LAB

Here at Maitland Public School, we aim to be innovative in our approach to science, always looking for new and exciting ways to introduce scientific concepts to our students. On Tuesday March 22, we will be having the CSIRO’s “Lab on legs – The Energy Show” visit our school. More details included on permission note. Cost per student is $4.00. Please hand in money at the school by Friday March 18, 2011.
Teacher Librarian

CHOIR

Congratulations to all stage 3 children who tried out for choir last week.

Lauren Whitmore
Choir Coordinator

SCHOOL BIZ

Helping your child with speech writing
Spend some time listening to your child's speech. Try to avoid cooking at the same time as they need to practise looking at faces when they talk and give feedback on how they present and time them with a stopwatch so that they can pace their speech to reach the correct time.

Make sure they practise:

· saying the ends of words clearly

· using a variety of pitch and pace when speaking

· looking at the audience while speaking

· glancing at their speech cards, not reading every word. (Young students who are not fluent readers may have picture clues to help them remember each part of their speech.)

More tips at www.schools.nsw.edu.au/news/ezine/yr2009/issue04/public.php 
Tips for parenting tweens

Tweens are aged from 9-14 years. They are in the middle years — no longer children and not yet teenagers but somewhere between, hence the term ‘tweens’ or ‘tweenagers’. During these years there is a rush of hormones, peers become more important and tweens become more independent.

Simple things you can do for your tween:

· eat meals together - there is a lot of evidence that shows this is powerfully protective for kids in modelling good behaviour and giving them a sense of belonging.

· know what kids are up to with their friends and online.

· encourage activities outside of school run by trusted adults.

· keep the connection with school and attend significant events.

· provide clear and consistent ground rules for behaviour.

· undertake a parenting program or read books on parenting this age group.

2011 PRIMARY HOME READING COMPETITION RESULTS – Week 6

Maitland Public School’s Home Reading Competition resumed for a brand new year of encouraging our students to read.  

The following classes had the highest percentage of students return their Home Readers last week:

Infants Co-winners – KC, KR and 1DS – each class had an impressive 100% return!
Downstairs Pender winners  – 3-6W 
Upstairs Pender winners  – 6V-W 
Congratulations to our winning classes!

Every child who returned their Home Reader went in the draw for a Canteen “Slushie” voucher.  These vouchers were presented at last week’s assembly.  What a delicious way to celebrate reading.

The class with the most number of wins in their group for the term will win an in-school popcorn and movie session at the end of the term.
Keep enjoying your reading and remember to bring your book to school on your class swap-over day!  

Judy Vane-Wood

Home Reading Competition Coordinator
SPORT NEWS

Swimming Carnival

Last Thursday all swimming carnival ribbons were given out at assembly. Congratulations to those students who gained first, second or third place in their race. Places were based on best times if there were heats. A list of the place getters is attached to today’s newsletter.

Congratulations to our Zone Swimming team. We all had a great day at the pool last Wednesday. Your behaviour and attitude was exemplary. Thank you to Trevor Anderson for doing a great job as our team manager for the day.

Good luck to Tyran Ott, Nathan Costelloe and Tysonn Portsmouth who are going to the Zone Rugby League trials this Wednesday. We also wish Meg Jackson, Jacinta Crawford and Gabrielle Tranter all the best as they attend Regional basketball trials this Friday. Go Maitland Public School!

Linda Hieke

Sports Coordinator

P&C ITEMS


Steamfest  9 & 10 April

We will be holding both a raffle and a BBQ again this year - we found it very successful last year and are hopeful of making even more money for the school this year.  We will be organising a roster for this event. 

Helpers are required for the Steamfest BBQ.  Please leave your name and details at the office and the P&C will contact you to organise the roster. 

Class donations for steamfest are as follows.

	KR
	Coke
	KC
	Coke

	1DS
	Fanta
	1F
	Lemonade

	SLC 
	Fanta
	2W
	Lemonade

	3H
	Water
	3S
	Water

	3/6W
	Creaming Soda
	4H
	Lift

	5H
	Diet Coke
	5W
	Diet Coke

	6HM
	Coke Zero
	6K
	Coke Zero

	6VW
	Lift
	
	


Easter Egg Raffle

Our first P&C Fundraiser is nearly here, The Easter Egg Raffle so the P&C are calling for Donations of small medium and Large easter eggs. The more donations we receive the more prizes the there will be to win. All Donations to be given to the front office.

Thank you for your donations.

Attached to this newsletter are our Easter egg raffle tickets. Fill in any tickets you sell with purchaser or student name, class and/or contact number. 

Please send the cut tickets in a clearly labelled envelope with your child’s name, class and amount of money enclosed, to the office by Friday 1 April 2011. The draw will be held on Tuesday 5 April. More tickets are available from the office.

Parents and Citizens Meetings

Parents and Citizens Meetings are held on the Monday of week 2, 6 and 10 of each term at 7.00pm in the staffroom. The aim of the P&C Association is to provide involvement for parents and assistance to the school. Please feel free to attend.

P&C Fundraising and upcoming events

Easter Chocolate Raffle Tuesday April 5

Steamfest BBQ April 9 & 10.

Mothers Day Stall in May

Bunnings BBQ September 3

If you are available to help with any or all of these events could you please call Kerry Bellette on 0437 275 351.

P&C President

Aaron Bellette
ENVIRONMENT GROUP 

Last Wednesday afternoon, students from 2W planted some vegetable seeds to be raised for our vegetable garden. Seeds planted included celery, cucumber, snow peas and beans. They were then put in our new little Greenhouse to allow them to grow a bit before we transfer them to the garden beds. The children had a great time getting their hands dirty and are looking forward to planting some carrots and beetroot next week.

 

A very big thank you to Maitland City Council, who kindly provided us with some shovels, garden spades, watering cans and pots.

 

The next Environment Group meeting will be on Wednesday, March 16 at 2.15pm. Meet at the front office. All parents welcome Thankyou!

Jane Lloyd-Jones & Tanya martin

Coordinators
 

UNIFORM SHOP 

The uniform shop is open every Wednesday morning from 9.15-10.15am. Order forms are available at the front office and can be handed in to the office at any time.
Uniform Shop Coordinator

BAND ITEM
Instrument Tuition Lessons This Week

Clarinets:


Today

Brass



Tuesday
Percussion and Bass Keyboard: Tuesday

Flutes:



Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday

Saxophones:


Friday

Junior Band Practice

The first Junior Band Practice will be this Thursday, March 10 at 8.10 am in the Band Room.

All beginners and other current Junior Band members should attend this practice and bring their instruments and cleaning cloths with them.

Band Fee Schedule Agreements and Student Commitment Sheets

Please sign and return the Fee Schedule Agreement and Student Commitment sheet that were handed out on Band Information Night to the Front Office if you haven’t already done so.

Senior Band Camp

Preparations are under way for our Senior Band Camp on Tuesday and Wednesday, March 29 & 30. It will be two days to really look forward to! As part of our activities, a Trivia Night will be held for our band students on the Tuesday night.

Diary dates
*
School Disco



Thursday, March 10, 5.30 pm

*
Senior Band Camp


Tuesday, Wednesday, March 29 & 30, in the School Grounds

Lauren Whitmore

Band Coordinator 
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By now everyone should have received information about Operation Christmas Child, the service project our school supports each year where together we send gift–filled shoeboxes to children overseas. Thank you to everyone who has donated items to make this project a huge success. In 2009 we were able to send 50 boxes, last year we sent 100 boxes and this year our goal is 150. For the months of February and March I have been asking for donations of school supplies and items of clothing because both of these items are readily available for great prices this time of year. In future newsletters I will post updates about the number of items still required in each category of “somethings” e.g. something for school, something to wear, something to play with, etc so you will know the items we are most in need of. Because there is a $9 postage charge on each box, monetary donations will also be welcomed.  In July we will have our special Christmas in July Day to support this project.  More information about this day will be given closer to time. Thank you again for your support.

Mindy Dyce

Pastoral Care
Scholastic Book Club 
PLEASE HAVE ISSUE 2 ORDERS IN BY 3.00PM, FRIDAY 25 MARCH
Book Club brochures will be sent home with your child either today or tomorrow. There are usually spare brochures in the office. 

Your purchases from book club are a great benefit for our school. We get free picks and bonus coupons to spend on home reading material, based on our sales.

Set out below is the procedure for ordering:

Ordering

· Please check that your child’s name and class is on the order form.

· Ensure the order form and correct payments are placed in a secure envelope, clearly marked with your child’s name, class, and “Book Club”.

· Please return orders and payments to the office by due date advertised in the Newsletter.

· It can take 7-10 working days from order due date for orders to be delivered. 

Payments

· Make cheques payable to Scholastic Australia. 

· Credit Card payments are made by phoning Scholastic, and writing the receipt number given to you on the back of the order form. 
· Cash in the exact amount please.

Refunds/Returns

· If you require a refund or need to return an item, contact Scholastic directly. The phone number is 1800 021 233. 

Unavailable items/Back orders

If items are unavailable, Scholastic will do one of the following: 

· Send a replacement item if that item is no longer available.

· Send a Credit Voucher, that can be used next order or to get a refund.

· Send an advice saying the item is on back order and will arrive on a stated date. Sometimes this can be several weeks.
Please feel free to contact me through the office if you have any questions. I am happy to deliver orders to the office if you do not wish your child to receive them in the classroom.

Angela Winchester

Scholastic Book Club Co-ordinator
STUDENT AWARDS

	Merit Awards 

	KC
	Kai Burchell, Jordan Brown, Zoe Roots.
	4H
	Jeremy Mackney, William Lavender.

	KR
	Ben Harrison, Montana Evans-Thompson, Aiden Argyle, Jayden young, Ella Morris, Faith McAlpine, Isobel Gordon, Charlotte Gordon


	5H
	Tyson Portsmouth.

	1DS
	Grace Bellette, Samantha Scott, Matthew Ayrton, Tom Lloyd-Jones, Elizabeth Hall, Luke Tatchell.
	5S
	Laura Mackay, Zack Balcombe, Chloe Freeman

Denzel Parsons, Kayla Osborne, Charli Phillips-Mercer, Joseph New, Rosie Paterson, Lauren Ridgway, Will Lyloyd-Jones, Amelia Holmes

Tiffany Madge, Lexie Gibb.



	1F
	Alana Burgess, Claire Mirisch, Shanai Sumner, George Beagan.
	6VW
	Isabel McKellar

	3H
	Malaika Grant, Aimee-Leigh Taylor, Aiden Hoffman, Peter Walsh, Brock Portsmout, Phoebe Matthews, Libby Cross, Eve Kelly, Jack Burt.
	
	


	Quality Work Award

	KC
	Rhys Bradley. Isaiah Johnston.
	3/6W
	Ethan Treloar, Connor Paterson.

	KR
	Montana Evans-Thompson, Jayden Young.
	5H
	Brandt Job, Angela Davies.

	1DS
	Maggie Teasdale, Makenzee Allen.
	5W
	Macey Kursy, Will Phillips-Mercer.

	1F
	Alana Burgess, Charlotte Wilks.
	5S
	Lexie Gibb.

	3H
	Brock Portsmouth.
	6VW
	Isabel McKellar, Brye Morris.

	4H
	Joshua Haskins, Mia Cook.
	
	


	4H Studyladder Awards – Term 1   Week 6

	Bronze Award – 100 points
	Lydia Detterer, India Laing, Thomas Reynolds, Daniel Tatchell

Hamish Teasdale,Samarra Wood.

	Silver Award – 350 points
	Teiah Price.

	Platinum Award – 850 points
	William Lavender.

	Elite 4 – 7100 Points
	Alexander Chenhall.


	Star Of The Week 

	5W
	Zane Marsh.
	


Reading Awards
	3H
	50 Mins
	Eve Kelly, Anwen Scnalan, Jessica Holbrook, Libby Cross, Aiden Hoffman.
	3/6W
	50 Mins
	Jayden Sumner, Jacob Scutter, Brandon Hodges.


(-----------------------( Please sign and return to your CLASSROOM TEACHER (-----------------------(
ABSENT NOTE – Maitland Public School

Student’s Name: ______________________________________Class: _______________

Dear Teacher

Please excuse my child from class on the following date(s)____________________________________________

due to (reason for absence) ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________ Date:____________________
(-----------------------( Please sign and return to your CLASSROOM TEACHER (-----------------------(
Maitland Public School

Have you changed your details? 
Please let us know.

Student’s Details

First Name____________________________Surname________________________Class__________________ 

Home Address ___________________________________Town_____________________ Postcode_________

Mother/Caregiver Details 

Home___________________________ Work_______________________ Mobile_________________________ 

Mothers Place of Work________________________________________________________________________

Father/Caregiver Details

Home___________________________ Work ______________________ Mobile _________________________

Fathers Place of Work ________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact
1.) Relationship to student_______________ First Name__________________ Surname___________________

Home ________________________Work__________________________ Mobile_________________________

2.) Relationship to student______________ First Name____________________ Surname__________________

Home _________________________Work__________________________ Mobile________________________

3.) Relationship to student________________ First Name___________________ Surname_________________

Home ___________________________Work__________________________ Mobile______________________

please contact the office ASAP if you would like to remove a contact person from your records

(---------------------------------------(------------------------------------------(----------------------------------

Please detach and return to the office
CANTEEN ROSTER –TERM 1, 2011
	
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	`WK 7 
	March 7
S Spurway
G Madge
	March 8
Canteen Closed
	March 9
Canteen Closed
	 March 10
G Madge
T Searle

	March 11
H Robertson
L Jackson



	WK 8
	March 14

	March 15
Canteen Closed
	March 16
Canteen Closed
	March 17
A Kursy
V Perney


	March 18
L Rigby
K Williams



	WK 9
	March 21
S Spurway
G Madge
	March 22
Canteen Closed
	March 23
Canteen Closed
	March 24
K Lawrence
T Searle
	March 25
G Madge
A Argyle

	WK 10
	March 28

	March 29
Canteen Closed
	March 30
Canteen Closed
	March 31
G Madge
V Perney
	April 1
H Robertson
L Jackson

	WK 11
	April 4
S Spurway
	April 5
Canteen Closed
	April 6
Canteen Closed
	April 7
G Madge
T Searle
	April 8
End of Term 1


MAITLAND PUBLIC SCHOOL P&C EASTER RAFFLE
The tickets are $1.00 each.
The prizes are fantastic:
1st Large Basket of Eggs

2nd Medium Basket of Eggs

3rd Small Basket of Eggs

Plus Many Minor Prizes
Tickets are not to be sold door to door.  

Fill in any tickets you sell with purchaser or student name, class and/or contact number. Please send the cut tickets in a clearly labelled envelope with your child’s name, class and amount of money enclosed, to the office by Friday April 1, 2011. The draw will be held on Tuesday April 5. More tickets are available from the office.
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