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Co-curricular Activities 
 

 

At Maitland Public School, we believe that education involves both the 

academic and co-curricular development of our students. Because of 

this, we provide students with the opportunity to be involved in a great 

number of co-curricular programs. These programs aim to compliment 

the academic commitment of students and facilitate their learning. 

  

Maitland Public School is very proud of, and committed to, the co-

curricular opportunities that we provide. We have dedicated teachers, 

staff and community members that value the needs and expectations of 

our students, and assist in supporting the cultural, sporting and musical 

programs we endeavour to make available.   

 

We encourage all students to take advantage of the many co-curricular 

programs we have at Maitland Public School. 

Should you have any queries or concerns with any of the programs in 

this handbook, please contact any executive staff members or 

coordinators listed accordingly. 
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Band (Junior) 

 
Co-ordinator:   John Gray 

 

Email:    john.s.gray@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Concert band (includes woodwind, brass and tuned and 

untuned percussion). A workshop is held in Term 3. 

The band performs at the Maitland Public School 

Showcase Concert in Term 4. 

 

Year Levels Involved:  Years 3 and 4 (Sometimes Year 5). 

 

Length of season or 

Terms Involved:   Terms 1-4 

 

Training Times and 

Venue: Rehearsals are on Thursday afternoons  

2:00pm–3:10pm. 

Approximate Costs  

Involved:    Fees: $99 per term.  

Instrument hire: $20 per term  

Workshop: $35 

Other Requirements or  

Information: Students who have their own instruments can use them 

rather than pay instrument hire. 
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Band (Intermediate) 

 
Co-ordinator:   Scott Davy 

 

Email:    john.s.gray@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Concert band (includes woodwind, brass and tuned and 

untuned percussion). A workshop is held in Term 3. 

The band performs at the Maitland Public School 

Showcase Concert in Term 4. 

 

Year Levels Involved:  Years 4 and 5 (Sometimes Year 3). 

 

Length of Season or  

Terms Involved:   Terms 1-4 

 

Training Times and 

Venue: Rehearsals are on Tuesday afternoons 2:00pm – 

3:10pm. 

 

Approximate costs  

Involved:    Fees: $99 per term.  

Instrument hire: $20 per term  

Workshop: $35 

 

Other Requirements or 

Information: Students who have their own instruments can use them 

rather than pay instrument hire. 
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Band (Senior) 

 
Co-ordinator:   John Gray 

 

Email:    john.s.gray@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Concert band (includes woodwind, brass and tuned and 

untuned percussion). Performs on a regular basis at 

concerts, eisteddfods, festivals and a band competition. 

A band camp and workshop day are held each year. In 

Term 4 each year the band goes on a three day tour. 

 

Year Levels Involved:  Years 5 and 6 (includes some Year 4, rarely Year 3). 

 

Length of Season or  

Terms Involved:   Terms 1-4 

 

Training Times and 

Venue: Rehearsals are on Monday afternoons 3:20pm – 

4:30pm and Thursday mornings 8:10am – 9:10 am. 

Approximate Costs  

Involved:    Fees - $99 per term.  

Instrument hire - $20 per term  

Excursion - $36 

One-off Uniform - 15 

Band camp and workshop - $105 

Band Tour - $100 

Other Requirements or 

Information: Students who have their own instruments can use them 

rather than pay instrument hire. 

Band tutors are paid to instruct students on how to play 

their instruments. This is done on a weekly basis in 

small groups throughout the Term. 

Private tuition is also available at $185. 
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Chess 
 

Co-ordinator:   Jacki Robins    

 

Email:    jacqueline.robins@education.nsw.gov.au   

 

Brief Description: Chess club is held Tuesday‟s at lunch in Mrs Robins 

classroom. Students from stage 2 and 3 attend and 

challenge each other to a friendly game of chess.  

  

Year Levels Involved:   Stage 2 and stage 3.  

   

Length of Season or  

Terms Involved:   Terms 1 - 3 

   

Training Times and 

Venue: Mrs Robin‟s classroom 1:10pm – 1:55pm (Lunch) 

 

Approximate costs  

Involved: If students participate in the Schools Chess 

Tournament there is a cost of approximately $5.00 for 

each competition day.  

 

 

Other Requirements or 

Information: A general understanding of the rules of Chess and how 

to play.  
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Creative Writing 

 
Co-ordinator:   Ryan Lindsay 

 

Email:    ryan.lindsay1@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

Brief Description: This is an opportunity for students to be part of a group 

of writers who develop an understanding of the 

elements of creative writing.  

 

Year Levels Involved:  Senior students (Years 5-6). 

 

Length of Season or 

Terms Involved:   Term 1 

 

Training Times and  

Venue:    Students meet Thursday from 2:00pm – 3:10pm. 

 

Approximate Costs  

Involved:    Nil 

  

Other Requirements or  

Information: Students are required to have appropriate writing books 

and pens. 
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Cricket (Boys) 

 
Co-ordinator:   Ryan Lindsay 

 

Email:    ryan.lindsay1@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Students from Years 5-6 at Maitland Public School who 

wish to be a member of the cricket team must firstly 

participate in a trial and selection period. Twelve 

successful students are then selected to compete 

against other local schools. 

 

Year Levels Involved:  Senior students (Years 5-6). 

 

Length of Season or  

Terms Involved: The competition begins during Term 1 and will 

potentially continue until Term 4 if the team is  

successful in competing with other local schools. 

 

Training Times and 

Venue: Practices occur in the school nets on Friday afternoons 

from 3:15 – 4:30pm. 

Approximate Costs  

Involved: Most games are free; however some turf grounds incur 

a cost of $2 per student. 

 

Other Requirements or 

Information:    Use a 142g leather ball 
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Cricket (Girls) 

 
Co-ordinator:   Ryan Lindsay 

 

Email:    ryan.lindsay1@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Students from Years 5-6 at Maitland Public School who 

wish to be a member of the cricket team must firstly 

participate in a trial and selection period. Twelve 

successful students are then selected to compete 

against other local schools. 

 

Year Levels Involved:  Senior students (Years 5-6). 

 

Length of Season or 

Terms Involved:   The competition begins during Term 1 and will  

potentially continue until Term 4 if the team is 

successful in competing with other local schools. 

 

Training Times and 

Venue: Practices occur in the school nets during scheduled 

lunchtimes. 

Approximate Costs  

Involved: Most games are free; however some turf grounds incur 

a cost of $2 per student. 

 

Other Requirements or 

Information:    Use a 142g leather ball. 
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Dance 

 
Co-ordinator:    Leanne Wilson 

Coach:     Lyndal Edge 

 

Email:     leanne.wilson@education.nsw.gov.au 

Lyndal.edge@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Students have the opportunity to be part of a 

Dance group. The students participate in lessons 

in preparation for Rock Eisteddfod, Wakakiri, 

school musical and band tour. 

 

Year Levels Involved:   Years 3-6 

 

Length of Season or  

Terms Involved:    Whole school year. 

 

Training Times and  

Venue: Students practice 1 1/2 hours per week 

(sometimes there are whole day rehearsals 

close to performances). Practices usually occur 

in sport time. Performances are often at Civic 

Theatre, Newcastle Entertainment Centre and 

possibly in various locations in Sydney. 

Approximate Costs     

Involved: $30 per year for tuition and costumes. Audience 

costs vary for those who wish to view the 

performances. 

    

Equipment Required:   Dance shoes and dance pants are optional. 

 

Other Information: A great deal of the costumes and props are 

supplied through fundraising, parental support 

and sponsorship. 
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Debating 

 
Co-ordinators:    Carolyn Sharkey and Linda Hieke 

 

Email:     carolyn.sharkey@education.nsw.gov.au 

linda.hieke@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Students are trained to compete in the area of 

debating. 

 

Year Levels Involved:   Stages 2 and 3  

 

Length of Season or 

Terms Involved:    Terms 1, 2 and 3 

 

Training Times and 

Venue: Students meet in the kindergarten classrooms to 

practise. 

 

Approximate Costs  

Involved:     Nil 

 

Other Requirements or 

Information: Students audition to be a member of the 

debating team in Term 1. Students compete with 

local schools.  
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Gifted and Talented 

 
Co-ordinator:   Carolyn Sharkey and Linda Hieke 

 

Email:    Carolyn.sharkey@education.nsw.gov.au 

Linda.hieke@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Students who possess outstanding achievement in 

various areas may be nominated to attend gifted and 

talented workshops and camps. 

 

Year Levels Involved:  Stages 2 and 3.  

 

Length of season or  

Terms Involved:   Terms 1, 2 and 3. 

 

Training Times and 

Venue:    Dependent on activities or excursions. 

 

Approximate Costs  

Involved:    Nil 
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Gym-Maits 

 
Co-ordinator:   Denise Cameron 

 

Email:    denise.cameron@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Gym-Maits is a gymnastics display team. They perform 

gymnastics movements to music. Students participating 

in Gym-Maits experiment with gymnastics apparatus 

such as; balls, hoops, ribbons, clubs, ropes and mini-

trampolines.  

Year Levels 

Involved:    Semester 1, Years 3-6 

Semester 2, Years 2-5 

Length of season or  

Terms Involved: Those students, who commit in February, do so for the 

duration of Semester 1 and those students, who commit 

in July, do so for the duration of Semester 2. 

Training Times and  

Venue: Students train under the COLA or in the hall for sport on 

Thursdays 11:00am-1:00pm. 

Approximate Costs  

Involved: The costs involved for 1 Semester are approximately 

$40.        

 Equipment required:   

 Joggers 

 Yellow and Blue hair scrunchies/ribbons 

 Scungies for under gym-skirt 

Most of the other costumes and uniforms are supplied. 

Other Requirements or 

Information: Students who wish to join Gym-Maits must firstly 

audition with parental consent. Parents need to be 

willing to transport students to performances in 

Newcastle, Sydney and locally. 
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óItôs Academicô 

 
Co-ordinator:   Melissa Anderson 

 

Email:    Melissa.anne.anderson@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: This competition is held once a year. Students from Maitland Public 

School have the opportunity to compete in a general knowledge 

quiz against their peers. The 15 students to score the highest 

amount of points are then selected to make up the Maitland Public 

School team.  This team competes against other schools in Sydney 

at the Channel 7 studio.  

 „It‟s Academic‟ is a question and answer based quiz program that is 

educational as well as entertaining. The questions contestants are 

asked are derived from the Year 6 curriculum and cover subjects 

such as English. Maths, Science, Geography, Sport, Music and Pop 

Culture.  

 “It‟s Academic” is a C rated children‟s program, hosted by Simon 

Reeve, airing weekdays on Channel 7 at 4:00pm.  

 

Year Levels Involved: Years 6  

 

Length of Season or  

Terms Involved: Unknown until application is successful. This depends on the 

number of schools interested. 

Training Times  

and Venue: Students train for approximately two 1 hour sessions a week for 5 

weeks leading up to the competition. 

Competition is in Sydney at the Channel 7 studio. 

 

Approximate Costs  

Involved:   Bus trip is approximately $5 per student. 

 

Other Requirements or 

Information: This is a great opportunity for students to test their general 

knowledge and win prizes for themselves and their school, as well 

as experience a live television studio. Those Year 6 students who 

are not competing are offered to attend as audience members. 
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Literacy Boost 

 
Co-ordinator:   Tracey Nunn and Mindy Dyce 

 

Email:    tracey.nunn@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Activities are organised aimed to boost literacy levels 

across the school. The most important program is the 

Home Reading. The Literacy Boost committee raises 

funds to provide all Stages with quality books to read at 

home. All students are encouraged to participate with 

lucky participants receiving weekly prizes. Other 

activities include the Book Fair, Author-in Residence 

week, an annual movie night, Book Club and parents as 

tutors workshops for those parents involved in guided 

reading groups. 

 

Training Times and  

Venue:    Students meet Thursdays from 2:00 – 3:10pm. 

 

Year Levels Involved:  All students 

 

Length of Season or  

Terms Involved:   Committee meets twice a Term. 
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Netball 

 
Co-ordinator:   Leanne Wilson 

Coach:    Jodie Houghton 

 

Email:    leanne.wilson2@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Students train for the last 4 weeks of Term 1 and then a 

team is selected early in Term 2. The competition is a 

round-robin where games are continually played until 

the team is unsuccessful. 

 

Year Levels Involved:  Years 5-6 

 

Length of Season or  

Terms Involved:   This is dependent on the number of games won 

 

Training Times and 

Venue: The team plays approximately every 3 weeks until 

eliminated from the competition. Training is on the 

school grounds during lunch times. 

Approximate Costs  

Involved:    Nil 
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Premiers Spelling Bee 

 
Co-ordinator:   Katey Hughes   

 

Email:    katey.hughes @education.nsw.gov.au   

 

Brief Description: Two Spelling Bees are held at school, one for Stage 2 

and one for Stage 3. Three to four students from each 

class are selected by the class teacher to participate. 

All contestants take turns to attempt to spell words 

correctly during elimination rounds of increasing 

difficulty. An incorrect word results in the contestant 

leaving the competition. The winning student is the 

student who has spelt all words correctly. The two best 

spellers from each stage will represent the school at 

The Premiers Spelling Bee at Altimo in November. 

  

Year Levels Involved: Stage 2 and Stage 3 (separate spelling bee for each 

stage). 

   

Length of Season or  

Terms Involved: The school‟s Spelling Bee is held at the beginning of 

Term 3. 1st and 2nd placed students from each stage 

then represent the school in The Premiers Spelling Bee 

in Week 9 and 10 of Term 3. Should the students win 

the regional competition, they will participate in the 

NSW Premier‟s Spelling Bee in Week 3 Term 4. 

 

Training Times and  

Venue: Students will practice in class and in sessions with 

STLA. School competition takes place in the school 

hall. 

 

Approximate Costs   Nil 

Involved:     
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Premiers Reading Challenge 
 

Co-ordinator:   Debbie Lee   

Email:    deborah.lee@education.nsw.gov.au   

Brief Description:  

The Challenge is run every year by the NSW Premier‟s Department. Ongoing reading 
is encouraged. Books read from 1 September 2006 can count towards the 2007 
Challenge.  
 
Teachers, teacher-librarians and public librarians can assist students to choose the 
Challenge level and books that are appropriate for their age, interest and maturity 
levels. K–2 students who can read simple chapter books independently are 
encouraged to attempt the 3–4 Challenge. 

Books can be borrowed from the school library. They are labelled with coloured 
stickers. Those students participating must fill in a reading log with the title, author and 
P.R.C identification code. Students can either enter online or with their class teacher 
and librarian. 

Students must complete a set amount of reading to meet the Challenge, see table 
below: 

Challenge  K- 2  3 - 4  5 - 6  

Books that you must read 

independently.  

0 

Independent K -2 readers 

should attempt the 3 -4 

Challenge  

20  20  

Number of books that you 

must experience.  
30  0 0 

PRC book selection  Kï2 or higher booklist  

3ï4 or 

higher 

booklist  

5ï6 or 

higher 

booklist  

Minimum number of PRC 

books for your Challenge  
25  15  15  

Maximum number of 

personal choice books  
5 5 5 

 

Year Levels Involved: K-6 

   

Length of Season or February - September 

 Terms Involved:  

     

Training Times and Venue: Students read books in their own time. 

 

Approximate Costs: Nil  
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Public Speaking 

 
Co-ordinator:   Carolyn Sharkey and Linda Hieke 

 

Email:    carolyn.sharkey@education.nsw.gov.au 

linda.hieke@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Students are trained to compete in the area of Public 

Speaking. 

 

Year Levels Involved:  Stages 2 and 3.  

 

Length of Season or  

Terms Involved:   Terms 1, 2 and 3. 

 

Training Times and  

Venue: Students meet in the Kindergarten classrooms to 

practise. 

 

Approximate Costs  

Involved:    Nil 

 

Other Requirements and  

Information: Students compete with local schools after a class 

based competition.  
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Recorder Group 

 
Co-ordinator:   Tracey Nunn 

 

Email:    tracey.nunn@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Students are introduced to basic music theory and learn 

how to read and play the recorder. 

 

Year Levels Involved:  Year 2 

 

Length of Season or  

Terms Involved:   March to December 

 

Training Times and  

Venue: Students are required to practise once a week for 30 

minutes at scheduled practices 

Approximate Costs  

Involved: Students are required to pay approximately $15 to 

cover the costs of recorder, folders and photocopying. 

    

Equipment Required:  These are organised for the student.  

 

Other Information: Students who wish to join the recorder group must 

firstly audition. Those students who are successful must 

be committed to practices and performances. 
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School Sport 

 
Co ï ordinator:    Jacki Robins 

 

Email:     jacqueline.robins@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Every Thursday stage 2 and stage 3 students participate in school 

sport from 11.30am – 1.00pm. Sports offered vary each term.  

Term 1: Students are able to choose which sport they would like to 

participate in. A note is sent home at the beginning of the term for 

selection. Sports offered include school sports, basketball, martial 

arts and tennis.  

Term 2: Throughout term 2 we focus on the field events for our 

athletics carnival held at the end of the term. Students are divided 

into age groups and rotate weekly. Field events include: long-jump, 

high-jump, discus, shot-put, running and novelties.  

Term 3: School based sports are offered including cricket, soccer, 

netball. T-ball and oz-tag.  

Term 4: Stage 2 and stage 3 participate in a program called 

„Sports in Schools”. The program is run in stage groups usually in 

the morning. There is a small cost involved as this sport is run by 

an independent company that comes into the school. This 

company offers various fun activities using equipment that schools 

often do not have access to.  

Year Levels Involved: 

Years 3 to 6  

 

Length of Season or  

Terms Involved:   Whole School Year 

 

Training Times and Venue:  Terms 1 to 3 sport is held from 11.30am – 1.00pm.  

Term 4 sport is held as a stage basis. Usually in the morning.  

 

Approximate Costs Involved: Depending on which sport is chosen. Cost varies from $0.00 to 

approximately $4.00. If students choose a paid sport it is 

suggested that payment is made per term.  

 

Other Information: It is suggested that students wear their sports uniform on a 

Thursday, particularly appropriate footwear. Students should also 

wear their school hat during sport and bring a drink bottle each 

week.  



   21 

Senior Choir 

 
Co-ordinator:   Cassie Bate-Barnier 

 

Email:    cassandra.l.bate-barnier@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: The senior choir learns a range of vocal techniques to 

sing in unison and harmony. They perform at school 

functions, local eisteddfods, regional music festivals 

and community events. 

 

Year Levels Involved:  Years 5-6 

 

Length of Season or  

Terms Involved:   Whole school year. 

 

Training Times and  

Venue:    School hall on Tuesdays 2:00pm - 2:45pm. 

 

Approximate Costs  

Involved: Occasional costs for transport to venues. These are 

kept to a minimum. 

    

Equipment Required:  Full school uniform is worn for all performances. 

 

Other Information: Students audition for a position in the choir. It is not 

essential to be able to read music or play a musical 

instrument, but must be a confident singer. 
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Senior Rugby League 

 
Co-ordinator:   Mark Cridland 

 

Email:    Mark.Cridland1@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Students from Years 5-6 at Maitland Public School who 

wish to be a member of the Rugby League team must 

participate in a trial and selection period. Successful 

students are then selected to compete against other 

local schools and clubs in the Pumpkin Pickers Cup 

and the Knights Knockout Competition. 

 

Year Levels Involved:  Senior students (Years 5-6). 

 

Length of Season or 

Terms Involved:   The competition is during Terms 2 and 3. 

 

Training Times and 

Venue: Practices occur in the paddock nets during scheduled 

lunchtimes. 

Approximate Costs  

Involved:    Costs vary due to ground fees. 

 

Other Requirements or 

Information: Students are required to play fairly and in good spirit 

regardless of the outcome or circumstances involved. 

All students participating must have the following items: 

 Football boots 

 Blue shorts 

 Blue and yellow striped socks 

 Mouth guard 

 Head gear 
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Soccer (Boys) 
 
 

Coordinator:     Ryan Lindsay 

 

Email:     ryan.lindsay@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Students from Years 5-6 at Maitland Public 

School who wish to be a member of the soccer 

team  must firstly participate in a trial and 

selection period. Fourteen successful students 

are then selected to compete against other local 

schools. 

 

Year Levels Involved:   Senior students (Years 5-6). 

 

Length of Season or Terms  

Involved:     The competition is during Term 2. 

 

Training Times and Venue: Practices occur on school playground during 

scheduled lunch times. 

 

Approximate Costs Involved: Cost are dependent on referee fees. 

 

Other Requirements or  

Information:     Use a size four soccer ball. 
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Soccer (Girls) 
 
Co-ordinator:    Ryan Lindsay 

 

Email:     ryan.lindsay@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Students from Years 5-6 at Maitland Public 

School who wish to be a member of the soccer 

team must firstly participate in a trial and 

selection period. Fourteen successful students 

are then selected to compete against other local 

schools. 

 

Year Levels Involved:   Senior students (Years 5-6). 

 

Length of Season or Terms 

Involved:     The competition is during Term 2. 

 

Training Times and Venue: Practices occur on school playground during 

scheduled lunch times. 

Approximate Costs  

Involved: Cost are dependent on referee fees. 

 

Other Requirements or  

Information:     Use a size four soccer ball. 
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Student Representative Council 

(Student Parliament) 
 

 

Co-ordinator:   Melissa Anderson 

 

Email:    melissa.anne.anderson@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: The Student Representative Council is elected by their 

peers. It consists of two representatives from each 

class as well as school captains and councillors. 

Meetings are carried out as a parliament. Students are 

assigned to individual roles as Ministers and members 

of sub committees where they are responsible for 

organising, negotiating and reporting on various topics 

or issues. We encourage the qualities of an effective 

leader through a number of programs, excursions and 

workshops. 

  

Year Levels Involved:  Years K-6 

 

Length of Season or  

Terms Involved:   Whole school year. 

 

Training Times and  

Venue:    Parliament takes place once a week for half an hour. 

 

Approximate Costs  

Involved: There are no costs involved, however some students 

may be encouraged to participate in leadership 

programs where travel or participation my incur a cost 

 

Other Information: The class representatives are rotated by Term or 

Semester (depending on the class).  
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Student Welfare 

 
Co-ordinator:   Kerry Condon 

 

Email:    kerry.condon@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: The student welfare program involves exemplary pupils 

(each Term), Commendation awards, child protection 

and sunsmart, HappyGrams, Sticker books, Discipline 

policy, Principal‟s Eagle Boys Achievement Award and 

the Star Pupil Noticeboard. 

 

Year Levels Involved:  All students 

 

Terms Involved: All student welfare programs operate throughout the 

year. Stewart House is primarily in Term 1. Child 

Protection is taught when involved in COGS units. 
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Technology 

 
Co-ordinator:   Ryan Lindsay 

 

Email:    ryan.lindsay1@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: All students have the opportunity to actively use 

technology as part of their learning at Maitland Public 

School. The Stage 3 classes are Computer Technology 

classes.  

Programs used include all Microsoft Office programs, 

networked educational games and the use of data 

projectors for presentation  

 

Year Levels Involved:  All students 
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University of NSW Competitions 

 
Co-ordinator:   Carol Anderson 

 

Email:    virginia.c.anderson@education.nsw.gov.au 

 

Brief Description: Students have the opportunity to participate in 

academic competitions in Computer Skills, Science, 

Mathematics, Spelling, Writing and English.  

 

Year Levels Involved:  Students from years 3-6. 

 

Length of Season or  

Terms Involved:   Term 1 and 2. 

 

Approximate Costs  

Involved:    $6 for Computer Skills, Science, Maths and English 

$8 for Spelling      

$11 for Writing     

 

Extra costs are applicable to Spelling and Writing 

competitions due to hand marking requirements         

    

Other Requirements and  

Information: Feedback with results are similar to the Basic Skills 

Test. Children receive a certificate plus a feedback 

letter. 
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Achievements 

 
 
 


